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level of intelligence; they serve as the basis of an act of
recognition, and this recognition guides and perhaps
intensifies the urge, the hormic impulse already at work
in him, until this impulse attains its goal and is satisfied
and allayed by the new situation, the near presence of
the flock.

Even if we were to admit provisionally the plausibility
of the mechanistic interpretation of the birds* behaviour
in rejoining the flock, we should still have on our hands
in a rather different form the same problem. For how
are we to understand the fact that the flock of geese flies
steadily southward, maintaining its course over thousands
of miles, resting here and there perhaps at long intervals
and resuming its southward flight after each pause ?
Here no external compulsion by sense-impressions evoking
reflexes will explain the facts; and so the mechan-
ist falls back on internal sense-impressions. Now we
certainly must postulate some cyclic organic change,
dependent perhaps in some degree on climatic conditions,
which is a necessary condition of the impulse to migra-
tion; and we must assume that sense-impressions from
the outer world play some part in enabling the birds to
maintain the direction of their migratory flight. But
their internal and external impressions only serve to
awaken and guide the impulse to migrate which sustains
the immense output of energy displayed.

It is in respect of such simple facts of animal behaviour
as the rejoining of the herd or the return home from a
distance, that the mechanical theory, which would deny
all instinctive activity, should most easily achieve some
plausible explanations. The capacity of "homing," of
returning from a distance to the nest or lair or hole,
is displayed by a great number of animal species ; it
presents a crucial problem to the mechanical theorisers;
and some of them have attempted to deal with it on the
basis of the tropic theory, there being no other line that
offers them the least prospect of success. In my Outline
of Psychology \ have examined these attempts in some
detail and ha^ve shown that they break down hopelessly;
and have shown further that the only way in which we